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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions - Election of Species Requirement 

This application contains claims directed to TWO GROUPS OF SPECIES from 
which Applicants must elect a single species. 

The FIRST GROUP OF SPECIES (i.e., species of separation means) from which 
Applicants must elect a single species is: 

GROUP I. SPECIES I - Fig. 1 

GROUP I, SPECIES II - Fig. 4; 

GROUP I, SPECIES III - Fig. 5; 

GROUP I, SPECIES iV- Fig. 6A; 

GROUPI, SPECIES V- Fig. 7; 

GROUP I, SPECIES VI - Fig. 8A; 

GROUP I, SPECIES VII - Fig. 9A; 

OR 

GROUP I. SPECIES VIII - Fig. 1 0A. 

I 

The GROUP I SPECIES are independent or distinct because: 

SPECIES I (i.e., Fig. 1) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a fibrous layer 

(20) and separation means in the fonn effacing material (40) having perforations (42); 
SPECIES II (i.e.. Fig. 4) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a fibrous 

layer (20) and separation means in the form of facing sheets (400a-400d) having 
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overlap areas (44), wherein the two outer facing sheets (400a, 400cl) having fastening 
tabs or nailing hems (41); 

SPECIES III (i.e., Fig. 5) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a fibrous 
layer (20) and separation means in the form of visual marking lines (46) on the facing 
material (40); 

SPECIES IV (i.e., Fig. 6A) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a fibrous 
layer (20) and separation means including an inner connecting strip (48) adhered to the 
layer (20) such that the facing sheets (140a-140d) are adjacent to each other, but doe 
not overlap; 

SPECIES V (i.e.. Fig. 7) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a fibrous 
layer (20) and separation means in the form of facing material having folds or creases 
or score lines (50); 

SPECIES VI (i.e., Fig. 8A) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a fibrous 
layer (20) and separation means in the form of a sealing fin (54) between separate 
facing sheets (51,51,.. .) such that an adhesive material (57) is applied between the 
edges (55, 56) of the facing sheets (51,51,.. .); 

SPECIES VII (i.e., Fig. 9A/9B) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a 
fibrous layer (20) and separation means in the form of a folded fin (58) between 
separate facing sheets (51, 51, . . .), but no adhesive material between the edges (55, 
56) of the facing sheets (51,51,...); and 

SPECIES VIII (i.e., Fig. 10A/10B) discloses an insulation blanket (10) having a 
fibrous layer (20) and separation means in the form of a crimp fold (60) formed by 
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folding one edge (62) of a first facing sheet (61a) over the edge (64) of the second 
facing sheet (61b). 

The SECOND GROUP OF SPECIES (i.e., species of layer (20) divided in to four 
sections or two sections) from which Applicants must elect a single species Is: 

GROUP II, SPECIES I - layer (20) is divided into four sections (i.e., paragraph 
no. [0044] and claims 12-14); 

OR . 

GROUP II, SPECIES 11 - layer (20) Is divided into two sections (i.e., paragraph 
no. [0045] and claims 1 5-1 8). 

The GROUP II SPECIES are independent or distinct because they are mutually 
exclusive (i.e., four section versus two sections). 

Further, if Applicants elect GROUP II, SPECIES I (i.e., layer (20) is divided into 
four sections), then Applicants must elect between the three SUBSPECIES as follow: 

GROUP II, SPECIES I, SUBSPECIES I - three sections of S-and-SM*'^ inch width 
and one section of 4 inch width (i.e., claim 12); 

GROUP II, SPECIES I, SUBSPECIES II - three sections of 4-and-1/4^'' inch width 
and one section of 2-and-1/2 inch width (i.e., claim 13); 

OR 
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GROUP II, SPECIES I, SUBSPECIES III - all four sections have different widths 
(i.e., sections of 6 inch, 2 inch, 3 inch, and 4 inch widths as recited in claim 14). 

Further, if Applicants elect GROUP II, SPECIES I (i.e., layer (20) is divided into 
four sections), then Applicants must elect between the four SUBSPECIES as follow: 

GROUP II, SPECIES II, SUBSPECIES I - one section of 4 inch width and one 
section of 1 1 Inch width (i.e., claim 15); 

GROUP II, SPECIES II, SUBSPECIES II - one section of 4 inch width and one 
section of 1 1-and-1/4* inch width (i.e., claim 16); 

GROUP II, SPECIES II, SUBSPECIES III - one section of 8-and-3/4"' inch width 
and one section of 6-and-1/2 inch width (i.e., claim 17); 

OR 

GROUP II, SPECIES II, SUBSPECIES IV - one section of 9 inch width and one 
section of 6 inch width (i.e., claim 1 8). 

Applicants are required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species 
for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, independent claims 1,19 and 20 appear to be 
generic. 

Applicants are advised that a reply to this requirement must include an 
identification of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing 
of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument 
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that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive 
unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicants will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 

A telephone call to Applicants to request an oral election to the above election of 
species requirement as not made due the complexity of the election. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gay Ann Spahn whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
7731. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am 
to 7:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naoko N. Slack can be reached on (571)-272-6848. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Gay Ann Spahn, Patent Examiner 
January 6, 2007 



Robert Canfield 
Primary E^B^- 



